
 

 
© The Egypt Centre, Swansea 2007 — 1 — www.swan.ac.uk/egypt/friends 

INSCRIPTIONS
The Newsletter of the Friends of the Egypt Centre, Swansea
 

  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

Issue 23 
June 2007 
In this issue:  
Swansea Bay Young Achiever 
Awards 2007 1 

by Wendy Goodridge 
The Book of the Dead 3 
Editorial 4 
Butterflies in the Egypt Centre 
Shop 4 
Anthemis pseudocotula:  The 
Mayweed/Chamomile 4 

by Stuart Williams 
Gold, Silver & Bronze 5 

by Stuart Williams 
Readers’ letters 5 
The first cut 5 

by Carolyn Graves-Brown 
Crossword 6 

by Daphne MacDonagh 
The Egypt Centre Trip to Tenby 7 

by Sandra Hawkins 
A date for your diary 7 
Crossword Solution 7 
Butterflies in Ancient Egypt 8 

by Stuart Williams 
An unusual centipede/ 
hedgehog ring bezel 9 

by Carolyn Graves-Brown 
Egypt Centre Art Competition 10 
The Egypt Centre Trip to the 
Tutankhamun exhibition 10 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Swansea Bay Young Achiever 
Awards 2007 
Peter Darren Jones, Egypt Centre Gallery Assistant, is a finalist for the 
Swansea Bay Young Achiever Award 2007 (World of Work Award). The 
awards are being held at Margam Orangery on Wednesday 27th June. 
Peter was nominated because he enhances the visitor experience at the 
Egypt Centre and for the progress he has made through sheer deter-
mination and hard work. 
Peter first came to the Egypt Centre as a volunteer in December 2001 when 
he attended an interview with Peter Roberts of Pathways Training at Neath 
College. Peter, who has learning difficulties and speech problems, was an 
extremely shy young man, with little confidence, but showed a keen interest 
in working at the museum. Peter started his training with The Egypt Centre 
at the beginning of February 2002 and very soon began to make lots of 
friends with all of our staff and volunteers. Initially he worked in our ‘House 
of Death’ gallery, assisting other volunteers deliver our educational 
programme to visiting school parties and other visitors. Very soon Peter 
began to grow in confidence and began to deliver parts of this programme 
himself. Every volunteer commented on how meticulous Peter was in his 
work. Peter was then trained in our ‘House of Life’ gallery and very soon he 
began to make this gallery ‘his’ and worked in the ‘House of Life’ every day. 
Peter’s presentation and communication skills greatly improved and through 
his enthusiasm he began soaking up any information about ancient Egypt 
he could.  

Price 50p 

 

 
Peter Jones in the ‘House of Life’ explaining ancient Egyptian materials to a 
visiting school party. This is Peter’s favourite activity. 

Articles needed for the next issue—see page 4 

What’s this all about? 

 
… find out on page 3!
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An opportunity presented itself to us in the form of a 
grant from Work Steps, which offers funding to work-
places in order for them to employ adults with learning 
difficulties. We were thrilled when Peter started work as 
an official Egypt Centre paid member of staff on April 1st 
2003 as a Gallery Assistant. Peter’s main role is to meet 
and greet visitors, help ensure the security of the 
museum and assist with the hands-on activities. Peter is 
assessed every four months as an on-going programme 
and we hope to continue to receive funding. The 
University Disability Office and Educational Psychologist 
also assessed Peter and it was found that Peter has a 
‘specific learning difficulty, which is of a severe dyslexic 
nature’ as well as short-term memory problems, colour 
blindness and speech impediment. However, Peter has 
certainly not let his problems get in the way or hold him 
back! He has worked hard to overcome his difficulties 
and is always so positive and willing to help. 
When we don’t have school bookings Peter looks after 
our daily visitors. Peter welcomes the visitors to the 
gallery and offers his assistance, torches, and anything 
else they may need. At the Egypt Centre we get many 
‘strange’ questions everyday. Peter answers them if he is 
able to, or comes and asks a member of staff who may 
be able to deal with the question. He also keeps the 
gallery clean and tidy and makes sure that enough paper 
and pencils are out for the visitors to use. Peter is also in 
charge of the photocopying, meticulously preparing all 
the school activity packs as well as doing all the 
photocopying for students and visitors.  We have had 
letters and emails praising Peter and letting us know how 
he contributed to a positive museum experience. We 
have also had special needs day and residential schools 
booking activities for their students with a special request 
that Peter leads the activities. One teacher told us that 
they have a ‘Peter’ in the group who will be inspired by 
Peter’s achievements. 
During quiet periods, as well as acting as security in our 
galleries, Peter studies aspects of Egyptology and 
Egyptian material culture. He also attends our ‘Master 
classes’ as part of his ongoing training. Peter has even 
been working through Gardiner’s Egyptian Grammar, an 
extremely difficult textbook, which helps him to read and 
understand Egyptian hieroglyphs! This in itself is an 
incredible achievement as many 1st year undergraduates 
at Swansea are not able to understand the exercises in 
the book without the help of the Professor of Egyptology! 
Many undergraduates and postgraduates use our 
galleries for part of their course work; Peter helps them 
find the objects that they are looking for and shows them 
how to use the ‘Modes’ database museum catalogue on 
our visitor computer.  
Peter has also appeared on television for us. In August 
2002 he was asked if he would appear on news 
broadcast in connection with his work at the Centre. The 
porgamme featured people who had achieved their 

‘dream job’ without gaining the normal educational 
qualifications. In a news broadcast after Peter spoke, the 
Welsh Minister for Education cited him as an example of 
someone who had not taken the traditional educational 
route into the workplace. He has also been awarded a 
certificate signed by the First Secretary for 200 hours of 
voluntary work at the Centre and in June 2006 was 
awarded OCR Level 2 NVQ in Customer Service. 

Peter, along with two other young gallery assistants, 
Chris Ward from Pathways and Ian Barrett from Olchfa 
Comprehensive, helped in the development of an 
‘ancient Egyptian board-game’ called Mehen. Peter and 
Ian had their photographs in the Evening Post showing 
off their new game. They became good friends and go 
bowling and the cinema together, so helping Peter gain a 
social life. Peter also enjoys going to the student bar on a 
Friday after work with the student volunteers. 
Peter has achieved a tremendous amount working at the 
Egypt Centre, especially building communication skills 
and confidence. The Egypt Centre has also achieved a 
lot through Peter’s hard work and sheer determination to 
overcome his problems. He always astounds us with his 
common sense attitude. Recently a volunteer was 
discussing the problems we would encounter during a 
group visit of ten children. The curatorial staff made 
suggestions but it was Peter who worked out the 
activities with the volunteer immediately taking the 
situation in hand and leading the group. Carolyn, our 
curator, commented that Peter has more common sense 
than all of us put together and was very impressed! Peter 
saved the day! 
In conclusion we are all very proud of Peter who is 
certainly an asset to the Egypt Centre. He has overcome 
his problems with a cheerful, hard-working attitude, he is 
extremely committed to his job with an enthusiasm and 
imagination for Egyptology that shines through to others. 
He is an inspiration to us all.  
Good luck Peter, and have a great time at the Award 
Ceremony. 

by Wendy Goodridge 
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Mummy says … 
Thanks, Cameron, for your fantastic contribution to our newsletter. 
Let’s have some more like this! 

The Book of the Dead 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Make me a king in the next world Ra.  
Give me all the food in the next world.  
Make me as great as Rameses II.  
Make me as powerful as Rameses II Horus.  
Make me as rich as Tutankhamun in the next world. 
Make me as powerful as Alexander. 

 

Let me eat what I like.  
Destroy my enemies.  
Let no-one doubt my authority.  
Let people bring me lots of gifts and gold in the next world.  

 

by Cameron Fitzgerald
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Editorial 
Welcome to the twenty-third 
issue of Inscriptions. A big 
“thank you” to all who’ve 
submitted articles. 

We offer our congratulations 
to all who are receiving their 
certificates and course credits 
in Egyptology this year, and 
our good wishes for those 
taking exams. 

Members may also like to 
know that an open course in 
Egyptology also runs, on 
Friday mornings in the 
autumn and winter, at the 
Glynneath Training Centre. 
Details are in the DACE 
brochure. 

You may have noticed that 
issues of Inscriptions are 
becoming less frequent! This 
is because we only produce 
one when we have enough 
material. Please consider 
whether you can send us 
something for the next issue—
it doesn’t have to be about 
Egypt. Contributions taken 
from other works must be 
copyright-free. Please send 
your  letter or article to Mike 
Mac Donagh at the Egypt 
Centre. 

Mike Mac Donagh 

Butterflies in the 
Egypt Centre Shop 
Be sure to read Stuart’s article on 
Butterflies on page 6!! This 
spring/summer, the Egypt Centre 
Hierogift shop has a new line of 
butterfly jewellery to go with the 
seasons.  We have a new range of 
earrings, necklaces, and bracelets, 
from as little as £2.  We have also 
been able to decorate our shop 
with some more, slightly larger 
butterflies, so come on in and see 
our display. 
Also, in July, bring your Friends 
membership card to the shop and 
receive 10% off when you buy.  
So come and visit us in the Egypt 
Centre this summer. 

Anthemis pseudocotula:  
The Mayweed/Chamomile  

Flowers of all kinds were very popular in ancient 
Egypt, the most notable being the lotus (water 
lily. Flowers were used as offerings in temples, 
to decorate mummies and as garlands in 
festivals. Another very popular flower appears to 
be Anthemis pseudocotula or the mayweed 
which grew in Egypt in fields and cultivated 
ground as well as in dry areas. The plant is an 
annual herb that grows up to 30cm high. 
Faience inlays resembling these flowers were 

produced for tiles and were very common in the 18th Dynasty (1550 – 1295 
BCE), particularly at Amarna, and  the 20th Dynasty (1186 – 1069 BCE). The 
artisans who made the funerary equipment of Tutankhamun seemed particularly 
fond of this flower as it can be seen decorating his chariots, sandals and chairs 
as well as numerous boxes. It is interesting to note that when skin samples were 
taken from the mummy of Rameses II in 1976 tests showed that it had been 

anointed with chamomile oil.   

EC515 – Faience tiles such as these usually come from 
Tell el-Yahudiya and were very popular during the 20th 
Dynasty.  This tile is probably from that site and may 
have been used to decorate inside houses.   

 

 

AB56 – Glass inlay. A similar item is described as an 
earring/plug/stud in the Petrie online catalogue 
(UC23746) and in Freed, Markowitz and Auria 1999 (see 
plate 198).   

 

 

 

W1265EES – Faience tile fragment from Amarna. This 
tile would have originally contained faience daisy inlays.  
This tile was discovered in the 1935 excavations at the 
Great Palace in Amarna. See Freed, Markowitz and 
Auria 1999, fig 97, for an example of a complete tile. 

 
Some of the faience examples in the Petrie collection have small pierced holes 
possibly for decorating clothes. Others in the same collection have a small 
attachment on the top were possibly used for decorating clothes or may have 
been worn as pendants.   

Further Reading 
Manniche, L. Sacred Luxuries, London: Opus Publishing, 1999. pp 115-116. 
Hepper, F. Nigel. Pharaoh’s Flowers: The Botanical Treasures of Tutankhamun, 
London: HMSO, 1990. pp13-14. 
Freed, Markowitz, D’Auria, Pharaohs of the Sun: Akhenaten, Nefertiti & 
Tutankhamun, Boston: Museum of Fine Arts, 1999. p137, p261. 

by Stuart Williams 

Anthemis pseudocotula
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Gold, Silver & Bronze 
Congratulations to our young Volunteers! 

On June 29th ten of our young volunteers will be 
receiving awards for their dedication and hard work 
at the Centre.  This is the second year that the 
awards have been held and Egypt Centre young 
people are once again leading the way.  

In the category of Children’s University (9-13yrs) 
Cameron Fitzgerald, Ffion Jones, Nathan Marshall, 
all receive the Bronze Award for over 100 hours of 
volunteering. Sarah Dugmore, Ellen Barnard, 
Megan Barnard and, once again, Cameron 
Fitzgerald receive Silver Awards for over 200 hours 
of volunteering. Cameron receives two awards 
because he hadn’t quite made the 100 hour mark 
last year. Lydia Taylor receives the Gold Award for 
over 400 hours of volunteering. We believe that 
Lydia will be the first young person in Swansea to 
receive this award.  

In the category of Youth University (14-19 yrs) Emily 
Bedson receives a Bronze Award for over 150 hours 
of volunteering. Adam Croucher and Rhys Davies 
receive a Silver Award for over 350 hours of 
volunteering. 

Everyone at the Egypt centre wants to say a huge 
CONGRATULATIONS to all of the volunteers 
including the volunteers who didn’t quite reach the 
target hours this year.  They will reach their targets 
next year I’m sure! 

by Stuart Williams 

Readers’ letters 
Firstly may I say how much I have enjoyed receiving 
Inscriptions. I noted with interest the article 'Graduation 
News’ in Issue 22 Nov 06.  

Unfortunately I was unable to find a similar course in 
Cornwall or Devon, the universities have dropped Egyptology. 
Therefore I opted for a correspondence course. The Open 
University no longer offer an Egyptology course either.  

In the end I managed to find one on the Internet which 
consisted of an introduction to the basic principles of 
Egyptology and Hieroglyphs (including the history of 
Egyptology and the Pharaohs). 

I found the introductory course fascinating, After passing 
the basic course I was hooked for life, and began an advanced 
Study Programme of Archaeology and Research, which I am 
finding very exciting. 

I must say, I do envy the lucky eight students who were 
privileged to study under the guidance of Stuart Williams and 
Ken Griffin. 

May I add my congratulations to those who received 
certificates, and wish them all the best as they work towards 
their BA degree in Egyptology. 

And how about an article from one of you students explaining 
what you have learned? 

Yours sincerely,  

Phi (Cooper) 
Why not write in with your own story, comments or 
opinions? Readers’ letters are always welcome ….. — Ed. 

The first cut 
The picture shows part of the 
Egypt Centre textile study-group-
gang taking the first steps toward 
making our very first kilt. We had 
borrowed some replica items from 
Janet Johnstone, a consultant on 
ancient Egyptian clothing. The aim 
has been to copy Egyptian 
clothing as far as is feasibly 
possible so that we can use the 
results as part of Egypt Centre’s 
education programme. 

The textile study group has now 
manufactured two linen garments copying genuine ancient 
Egyptian patterns: a loincloth and a kilt. These have been 
hand sewn using linen thread. The Egypt Centre would like 
to thank those dedicated sewers. 

As you will see from the picture, we 
decided not to cut out using flint or 
even metal knives and we did have the 
aid of a paper pattern and a tape 
measure. I personally have learnt a lot 
from this exercise. Not only is it very 
clear that the Egyptian sewing 
techniques were quite different from 
our own–some of the stitch types for 
example appear a little quirky 
compared to those of the 21st century 
West, but an attempt was clearly made 
to make economic use of linen. The 
complete lack of tailoring also 
surprised some of us. Heavy use of 

fringing as a decorative technique seems to have been the order of 
the day. 

If you would like to join our happy bunch give me a ring on 01792 
295960 or pop into the Egypt Centre. 

by Carolyn Graves-Brown

 

From left to right: Ann Tithecott; Carolyn Graves-
Brown; Jo Shoebridge; Gaenor Marsh. 
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Crossword 
1 2 3 4
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48 49 50 51 52 53

54
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Across  

 2 God of air and sunlight (3) 
 4 Site of the great 4th Dynasty pyramids (4) 
 5 A pillar representing stability (4) 
 9 Where the Nile spreads out as it approaches the sea (5) 
 11 Period when Egypt was ruled by kings from This (7) 
 12 A fertile area in the desert (5) 
 14 Title taken by a king initiating a new dynasty (8,2,6) 
 16 Successor to Tutankhamun (2) 
 17 Egyptian funerary text (4,2,3,4) 
 18 An oasis west of Cairo (4) 
 19 Mythical beast with body of lion and head of man (6) 
 22 Name of two 6th Dynasty rulers (4) 
 23 Goddess of justice and harmony (4) 
 24 A great river that flows through Egypt (4) 
 26 Major Theban god (4) 
 28 Principal wife of Amenhotep III and mother of  

Akhenaten (3) 
 29 Site of Senusret II's pyramid (5) 

 31 God of the primeval ocean (3) 
 32 Heliopolitan goddess, wife of Seth (8) 
 34 God of chaos and confusion (4) 
 35 The sun disk (4) 
 36 God of war and hunting (6) 
 37 Site of a famous temple of Hathor (7) 
 38 Preserved body (5) 
 39 A pyramid with a change of angle (4) 
 41 Funerary figurine (7) 
 44 Type of limestone used to case the Great 

Pyramid (4) 
 46 Personality of the deceased, often represented 

as a bird (2) 
 47 11th dynasty Theban rulers buried in Saff 

tombs (5) 
 48 Creator-god of Memphis (4) 
 51 Principal wife of Akhenaten (9) 
 54 An Egyptian board game (5) 
 55 Hatshepsut sent expeditions there (4) 
 56 Jackal-headed god of embalming (6) 
 57 A festival to renew the king (3) 
Down  
 1 An administrative region in Egypt (4) 
 3 5th Dynasty ruler with small pyramid (4) 
 4 Title sometimes given to queens (4,5,2,4) 
 6 Site of Hatshepsut's mortuary temple (4,2,5) 
 7 Egypt's enemies (4,4) 
 8 Beautiful princess of Dynasty 3 (6) 
 10 Site of Rameses II's rock-cut temples (3,6) 
 13 Famous 18th Dynasty lady pharoah (10) 
 15 God of knowledge and writing (5) 
 20 Massive ceremonial gateway (5) 
 21 Birth-name used by four 18th Dynasty 

pharaohs (9) 
 25 Ritual by which the dead were brought to life 

(7,2,3,5) 
 27 Fertility god (3) 
 29 Dark blue stone (5,6) 
 30 Vizier and architect of the first pyramid (7) 
 32 His pallette paints a picture of proto-dynastic 

Egypt (6) 
 33 Lioness goddess (7) 
 34 Birth name of two 19th Dynasty pharaohs (4) 
 39 Dwarf god who protects the home and 

childbirth (3) 
 40 Country to the south of Egypt (5) 
 42 A people who clashed with Rameses II (8) 
 43 White bird with long curved bill (4) 
 45 A famous stone bearing inscriptions in 

Hieroglyps, Demotic and Greek (7) 
 49 First ruler of the 6th Dynasty (4) 
 50 God of the inundation (4) 
 52 Site of a large temple of Horus (4) 
 53 Sister of Osiris and mother of Horus (4) 

by Daphne MacDonagh 
Solution on Page 7. 
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The Egypt Centre Trip to 
Tenby 
The Egypt Centre trip took place on the 3 June 2007. We 
left the University at 9 a.m. for The National Woollen Mill in 
Drefach.  It was a very interesting tour: we had an 
introduction by a man called Clive, who told us there had 
been 24 mills in the area and that this one was the largest 
one, and the only working woollen mill left in Wales. Then 
Keith took us around the mill, showed us how they spun 
and worked the wool from the sheep. He did tell us there 
was not enough wool in Wales to keep the mill supplied, 
and wool was imported from place like Australia and 
China. The volunteer showed us how they carded the wool 
first between two paddles which had sharp points on them 
to smooth the wool ready for spinning. A young lady called 
Non showed us how this was done. In the old days they 
used a drop spindle, and later used a spinning machine to 
make woollen thread ready for weaving. The noise when 
the machines were turned on was deafening. They also 
showed us how they made flannel shirts, one was bright 
red and was used for bandage. I would recommend this 
trip to anyone who is interested in knitting or any other 
craft. We all went for coffee and some for a smoke, then 
we looked around the shop. They had some very nice 
items for sale.  
Then it was time to leave for Tenby Museum and Art 
Gallery. We had to leave the coach in the car park and 
walk into Tenby. When we arrived at the museum we were 
shown around by Mike Brew, the Hon. Curator, who 
explained about the history of Tenby, and how at one time 
it was known as a rich man’s resort. The rich would go 
there to take the waters (like in Bath) but with the invention 
of trains the middle classes also went there for the waters.  
He showed us the seals of Richard III and Henry VII; a 
map of how Tenby looked surrounded by walls; the 
invention of the life boat (Tenby was a port up and until the 
end of the war); and the types of birds and animals living in 
the area.  He showed us the library and a book by a man 
called Robert Recorde who invented the equals sign and 
was the first mathematician to write in English (normally it 
was in Latin!)  
Some of the artefacts were not on display due to council 
work being done to get rid of damp. There is an art gallery 
with some interesting paintings, though not to my taste; the 
interesting part is that they are showing local artists’ work, 
and intend to show more in the future. Wendy and I went 
to a late lunch and had an all day breakfast, and Wendy 
really enjoyed the coffee. I enjoyed the whole day, and I 
think everyone will agree that Wendy did a great job that 
day. I know I speak for all the Volunteers at the Egypt 
Centre in saying that Wendy is the heart of the centre, 
always there when she is needed, even if she does at 
times volunteer you for some job or other! 

by Sandra Hawkins 

 

A date for 
your diary 

The Annual General Meeting 
 of the Friends of the Egypt Centre 

 will take place on 

Wednesday 26 September 2007 
 at 6.30 p.m. in the Faraday A Lecture Theatre. 

The AGM will be followed at 7 p.m. by a talk by 

Bob Partridge 

on 

Photographing Ancient Egypt 
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Butterflies in Ancient Egypt 

The Egypt centre Shop has been invaded by a 
host of butterflies! Come along and have a look 
at our beautiful new range of butterfly jewellery 
and see if you can spot the butterflies on the 
ceiling! To tie in with our Spring/Summer 
Butterfly range we have produced the following 
information. You can pick up a coloured 
information sheet free with every butterfly 
purchase.   
The butterfly is thought to be an example of the ancient 
Egyptian use of an insect motif purely for its own beauty 
rather than as a symbol of religious or mythological 
significance. Butterflies were often depicted in tomb 
paintings of marsh scenes throughout the Dynastic 
Periods.  Some of these reliefs and paintings show great 
attention to detail so that particular species of butterflies 
still represented in the present-day butterflies of the 
region can be easily recognised.  

The species most often depicted on these ancient reliefs 
is a large and impressive butterfly called Danaus 
chrysippus, which is a close relative and very similar in 
appearance to the familiar Monarch or Milkweed butterfly 
(Danaus plexippus) of North America (occasionally also 
found in parts of northern Africa and Europe). 

The butterfly motif was also used in jewellery design, the 
most famous butterfly motifs being found on the exquisite 
bracelets of Queen Hetepheres I, the mother of Khufu 
and wife of Snofru, Fourth Dynasty (2613 – 2494 BCE).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The fine jewellery belonging to princess Khnumet which 
was discovered at Dashur contains a beautiful gold 
butterfly pendant. There have also been several amuletic 
artefacts resembling butterflies found in excavations at 
the royal necropolis and pyramid complex at Lisht . 
Although these are so stylised that their identification as 
butterflies is open to question. 

Further Reading 
http://www.kendall-
bioresearch.co.uk/sacredinsect.htm#butterfly 

Houlihan, Patrick, F. The Animal World of the Pharaohs, 
London: Thames & Hudson, 1996. p194. 

by Stuart Williams 

Monarch butterfly 

 
           Butterflies in the tomb of Nebanum (1550-1295 BCE) 
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An unusual centipede/ 
hedgehog ring bezel 

                 
The above item, W1155a, is a faience ring bezel, which resides 
in the Egypt Centre. It seems to have come from the British 
Museum in 1978 with a box of ring bezels (the decorative bit 
of a ring) a number of which originated from Amarna. Another 
bezel in the box depicts a lute player (Bosse-Griffiths 1980). 
The bezel had been catalogued when it came to Swansea, as 
bearing the impression of a centipede. However, closer 
inspection leads me to believe that the item depicts a long-
eared hedgehog. It depends of which round you turn it! 
Below is how it appears the other way up. 

 
It bears a strong resemblance to an item published in Frankfort 
and Pendelbury (1933, 115, pl. XLIX I.D.II), and indeed its 
unusual character makes it probable that this is the very bezel. 
Such a bezel is listed as coming from the ‘Coronation Hall’ 
(‘Smenkare Hall’) to the south west of the Great Palace of the 
Central City (City of Akhenaten III, 85).  

 
Picture redrawn, after Frankfort and 
Pendelbury 1933. 

 

No other hedgehog bezels are listed in either Pendlebury 
(1933) or Frankfort and Pendlebury (1951). It is unlikely to 
have been excavated prior to 1926 as it is listed as ‘a new type’ 
in Frankfort and Pendelbury (1933, 115).  Stevens (2006, 59) 
briefly discusses a hedgehog scaraboid published by Petrie 
(1894, pl. XV.152) from Amarna, but she does not mention 
bezels.  
The bezel is of blue faience and the picture in raised relief. The 
resemblance to a centipede may be seen if the artefact is held 
'upside' down, so that the spines of the hedgehog look like legs. 
The bezel, held the other way round, shows a creature with 

four legs depicted, individual spines and two ears at the front. 
The length of the legs is similar to that depicted on some 
amulets (e.g. Andrews 1994, fig. 54). 

So, why a hedgehog? 
The most extensive published study of the hedgehog in ancient 
Egypt is that by von Droste zu Hülshoff (1980). The hedgehog 
appears in Old Kingdom tomb reliefs in desert scenes, as heads 
on solar barques, as offerings and there are also clay vessels in 
hedgehog shape. From the Middle Kingdom the hedgehog 
features on scarabaoid amulets and later in the famous 
aryballoi which feature in many Egyptian collections and seem 
to have been exported throughout the Mediterranean World 
(see Webb 1975 for a full treatment of these items). It has a 
solar significance (shown by appearance on solar barques), is 
protective as it attacks ‘bad’ animals such as snakes. Its ability 
to survive the desert also lends it protective qualities. 
Hedgehog is included in recipes in New Kingdom P. Ebers and 
other medical documents and the hedgehog is a symbol for the 
goddess Iusaâs/ Âbâs of the Bahariya Oasis. Hedgehogs may 
have been used as offerings in the season of peret as a symbol 
of resurrection, or as a means of protecting the sun god.  
Finally, Aufrère and Erroux-Morfin (2001) outline a suggestion 
that the hedgehog aryballs of the Late Period (most are of 26th 
Dynasty and many seem to have been traded from Naukratis) 
may have contained extracts of hedgehog spines body parts, 
which were used as a remedy against hair-loss. Such remedies 
not only occur in ancient Egyptian texts but also in various 
oriental recipes of the present day. 
Perhaps the wearer of the ring was worried about hair-loss, or 
perhaps it was the resurrection symbolism that was important 
to them. We will never know. 
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The Egypt Centre trip 
Tutankhamun Exhibition Trip Millennium Dome, Greenwich 

2nd – 3rd February 2008  

 
 

Cost £109 adult & £54 Child (up to age 15) 
Bed and breakfast at the 4 star Hilton London Canary Wharf (£25pp single room supplement) 

• Saturday 2nd February 2008 6.00am Pick up at Fulton House Swansea University 
• 11.00am Visit to British Museum 
• 2.00pm Pick up at BM and go to Oxford Street for shopping time! 
• 4.30pm Leave Oxford Street for hotel 
• Evening at leisure 
• Sunday 3rd February 2008 10.00am depart hotel for Tutankhamun Exhibition at 11.00am.   
• 3.00pm approx depart London after seeing the Exhibition  

Contact Egypt Centre 01792 295960 to book (£30 deposit required) 

 

Please write in with your news and 
views, ideas, experiences, pictures, 

puzzles or drawings—in fact anything 
vaguely Egyptological! 


